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Florida

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

Florida does not set standards that protect people and wildlife

in all of its water bodies, allowing exceptions for the entire
Everglades Agricultural Area. In addition, it does not designate
any valuable waterbodies as Outstanding Natural Resource
Waters, the maximum protection provided by the Clean Water Act.

PUBLIC HEALTH STANDARDS

The state’s Department of Environmental Protection’s
regulations do not require bacteria indicators for pathogen
pollution that are consistent with EPA recommendations for
either marine or fresh waters.

NITROGEN AND PHOSPHOROUS
POLLUTION STANDARDS

There are no state-wide numeric nitrogen and phosphorus
water quality standards that limit pollution and Florida has
fallen behind in its responsibility to develop such standards.
The state does limit nitrogen and phosphorous pollution
discharged from some wastewater treatment facilities; however,
these limits need to be more stringent in certain cases.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection does not
use citizen water monitoring data due to overly burdensome
state requirements. These requirements exceed EPA data
requirements and limit the public from participating in an
important aspect of water protection.
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