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Our Response to BPO6s Oil DFf
As of this writ.i (g

drilling disaster has been spewing int
the Gulf of Mexico for sixty days and
the impacts to our coast, communitie
and environment continue to expand
Gulf Restoration Network has a long
history of working to hold oil and gas
companies accountable for their
actions and we continue to be
committed to fighting for the health o
this region. Our staff is working e TR
aggressively to deal with the short any _~————=
longterm implications of this = | ——————
devastating catastrophe that threater]
our environment, coastal communities,
and economy, by:

OIL SLICKS
AND SHEEN

SHVLSOpugjiniAEAsauno) oloyd

Qil slick from space on June 3, 2010.

e Independently monitoring impacted areas with flyovers, boat trips, and independent rese 1
to prove or counter claims by BP and federal officials that everything possible is being dc n

clean up this spill.

e Calling on President Obama to federalize the disaster elggrand urging BP to provide
honest and transparent assessments of the situation and take full responsibility for payin |
make Gulf coast communities whole again.

e Advocating for effective response plans and clean up technologies for future accidents a :
as better regulation oversight to prevent drilling accidents.

e Working to maintain the offshore drilling moratorium in the eastern Gulf near Florida.

If you are interested in getting involved, vBiDrillingDisaster.ortp take action, donate, and
check out our latest updates.

BP Qil Drilling Disaster: Where was the Plan B?

As we watch the BP drilling disaster unfold on ouhow to protect and prevent oil from reaching
televisions, in our newspapers, and for some of ugur coasts. Should we burn the oil off in the
in our backyards and communities, one of the  water, or use toxic dispersants to spread it
most frustrating parts of the situation is the lack into the water column, or simply let it hit the
of control & the inability for our government, BP  shore? Every decision seems to end with

or anyone else to do much of anything to fix the choosing the leasivorst of a suite of bad
problem. From British Petroleum to our federal, options.

state and local government and on down, no one

seems to have made a plan for how to quickly pluthe BP oil drilling disaster has made it clear
a deepwater well, how to efficiently capture the that we must dramatically rethink our

huge quantities of oil spewing into our Gulf, or

Continued on page 3
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http://bpdrillingdisaster.org/
http://blog.skytruth.org/
https://www.cstars.miami.edu/
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Clean Water Victory in Louisiana

The Courts of Louisiana have taken a vital step to ensure th

our most outstanding waters are protected from unnecessar

sewage pollution. Last year, our friends at the Little Tchefu -

River Association let us know about a sewage discharge th

was polluting the Tchefuncte River system, which is design A
as an Outstanding Natural Resource Water (ONRW) in e e WY
Louisiana. This designation means that these rivers should B
receive any pollution that will lower their water quality. S =3
Further, Louisiana law states that existing sewage treatmen o - =
plants must look at alternative discharge methods and locati :

if they currently discharge into ONRWs. : _;—-__
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‘us|ly Mayne Jo Asaunod oloyd

When the Penn Mil/l Estates Sediment Banks and Discharge Pipe from Sewage Blat
came up for renewal last year, we commented to the Louisiana

Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) that it was illegal because they did not look at alternative discharge
locations. Despite this fact, LDEQ issued the permit anyway. Because LDEQ did not change the permit to conform
the law, we challenged the permit renewal in court, and on May 22, 2010, a judge ruled in our favor, stating that LD

must operform a statistical analysis and evaluation

While we look at litigation as a last resort, regretfully it is necessary in some cases to make sure that state andafede
are enforced. Hopefully this ruling will not only help clean up the Tchefuncte, but also set a precedent for LDEQ to

that new and renewed permits comply with the statebd
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Photo Courtesy of Joe Tomasovsky

A Ray of Hope for the Pascagoula River

Mississippi has some of the most beautiful and biodiverse

rivers, streams, and creeks in the country, and every yearThe Pascagoula is one of the last, large-fleing rivers in
thousands of families enjoy spending time together huntinthe entire country. At the moment, its pristine beauty is
fishing, and swimming in these outstanding rivers and threatened by a federal plan to remove 50 million gallons
streams. Unfortunately, the state also has the dubious  water a day from the Pascagoula River every single day f
distinction of havingsome & mer i cads Mo s tfiveBmsk gearg. &hisevdter would be used to hollow out
RiversThis annual report, released by American Rivers, underground salt caverns as part of arcdhceived federal
highlights ten of the nat ipolnadns tro veexrpsa ntdh atth ef ancaet itohned

significant threats to their lonterm health in a given year. 9ood news: in February, GRN and our conservation partn
In 2009, GRN partnered with American Rivers and other succeeded in convincing the Department of Energy to dro
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conservation groups t o n o nihisdestruetive\proed. iThe bad pews: 6®gre|§$j$curmtjly3 ul

River to this list. considering whether or not to funnel millions of dollars int
=7 making this destructive plan a
<4 reality.

The work of GRN, supporters
like you, and other concerned
citizens has made a huge
impact on protecting this
amazing resource. Yet, our
continued vigilance is
necessary to ensure that
future generations will be able
to enjoy the Gulf of Mexico
that we know and loves

Pascagoula River
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BP Qil Drilling Disaster: Where was the Plan &inued from page 1)

approach to offshore drilling and energy policy in general. In the long term, we need to improve the regulation of

offshore drilling, prevent the expansion of drilling into new areas like the eastern Gulf of Mexico off of Florida,
ultimately transition to a clean energy economy. However, once this oil geyser is contained and the Gulf coas
communities and ecosystems begin the long road to recovery, we must also start developing a Plan B to prot

communities from the possibility of future disaster.

and

ect our

There are several key areas relatedtothecleap and cont ai nment of BP&s drji |l ling
study, better technology, and more resources. For example, there is a remarkable lack of information on how

di spersants affect the water column and wildlife]J Oil 1t
prolonged periods. It is difficult to say whether or not dispersants should be used and under what circumstandes, but

it is clear that we do not know enough about them. In a recent letter to President Obama, GRN and others called

on the federal government to require BP to stop using dispersants until more is understood about theieiang

toxicity.

We are also working to make sure that BP and other companies have realgfeplans in place. In its spill plan for

the Deepwater Horizon rig, BP claimed it could contain any possible Spl|| by vacuuming over 20 million gallonb of oil
perday.BP&ds actual recovery rate - Hor i zc
explosion is about two percent of that and other rigs are relying on s

same inaccurate response plans. GRN and our conservation partn g

recently filed suit against the Mineral Management Service challen g

this phony plan. If successful, this legal challenge will result in a co S

ruling that Minerals Manageme \Eal of BI
plan was illegal and a new plan needs to be crafted and approved %

before BP can do any more exploratory oil drilling. %

On these and other issues, GRN will continue to fight to make sureji S

that there is a Plan B for protecting our Gulf coast and communitief o e

from any future human, ecological, and economic catastrophes liké— CillnlRedishlBayNED

BP oil drilling disaster.

Kemper Coal: Victory and a SBack

Ami dst all the sad news about BPd&ds oil drilling disastei

Commi ssion (MPSC) voted to place enough commonsenpse r est

proposal to make it untenable for the company to move forward with this project. This proposed coal burning

and mine would destroy or harm roughly 6,000 acres of wetlands, disturb over 40 miles of streams, release tg
chemicals like mercury into waterways, and leave nearby communities vulnerable to catastrophes akin to the
coal ash spills in Tennessee.

One of the most significant restrictions that the MPSC mandated was a $2.4 billion cap on how much of the c
from building the plant Mississippi Power could be charged to its ratepayers. In public, Mississippi Power hag

estimated that the plant would cost about that mych

the MPSC6s decision by questioning their ability
to this decision by launching a ffi#dged lobbying effort to urge the MPSC to reconsider their decision and
ultimately their big money andwedll aced friends prevailed over c¢omn

pocketbooks. On May 26, the MPSC modified their decisicaising the cap on construction costand Mississippi
Power now says it will move forward with the project.

ltds di sappointing that even as the BP drilling d
economy, Mississippi Power and Mississippi are moving forward with a new dirty, expensive and unnecessar
GRN is committed to working with our conservation partners, including Sierra Club and Mississippi for Afforda
Energy, to continue the fight against this destructive propesal.
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338 Baronne St., Ste. 200
New Orleans, LA 70112

Phone: 5046251528

Florida Office
233 3rd Street N., Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 7276602479

Texas Office
PO Box 563
Liberty, TX 77575
Phone: 713€06-3940

EmailRaleigh@healthygulf.org

www.healthygulf.org

GRN Healthy Waters
Program Staff

Florida: Darden Rice
727-560-2479 or
darden@healthygulf.org

Mississippi:
Casey DeMoss Roberts
5045251528 x 205 or
casey@healthygulf.org

Raleigh Hoke
504-525-1528 x 204 or
raleigh@healthygulf.org

Louisiana: Matt Rota
5045251528 x 206 or
matt@healthygulf.org

Texas: Ellis Pickett
713-906-3940 or
ellis@healthygulf.org

UNITED FOR A HEALTHY GULF

Florida and the BP Oil Drilling Disaster
As we enter hurricane season, a more looming amer $65 billion a year. Already, without significant
ominous threat lurks just off the coast of Florida. amounts of oil making landfall along the coast,
As the BP oil drilling disaster continuesto unfold,F| or i dads hotels and cJoa
Fl oridads coastl i nes amilkonsdidollars as fegervationhavaebeenn e d &
oil and the tremendous damage it is poised to  cancelled. With almost a third of the Gulf of
inflict on the marshes, wetlands, estuaries, seagrdde x i co cl osed t o fishi|jng
beds, and beaches of Florida. For years the Gulfcommercial fishing industry is also being hit hard
Restoration Network has worked tirelessly to In a state where our environment is our economy
protect Floridads c o a sthdworstéears df thosenoppoded te dil dritlirey ard r i
the eastern Gulf of Mexico. Now, dire predictionscoming to fruition.
of economic and environmental harm are proving
true as the amount of oil in the Gulf of Mexico = The impacts to wildlife will be even more dire if
increases and spreads. significant amounts of] o
Birds, sea turtles, manatees, dolphins, and fish all
As the summer starts, oil along our coasts is a  will die either due to direct or secondary
direct threat t o Fibasedi ekpoSuse. Critical estuaries, veetiadds, fsdagrass| n ¢
economi es. Fl ori dads MHedspand csastal inarstias will e poisgnednaedr| a t
degraded for generations. From white
sand beaches to vast coastal wetlands alpng
the Nature Coast, HRI c
essential coastal environments will suffer
substantial direct and long term damage.
Gulf Restoration Network stands ready tof
do everything we can, working with our
allies and partners and the state of Florida,
to help protect our coasts and help them
recover as quickly as possible from this
catastrophe. Future generations of
Floridians will judge us on how well we
responded to this crisis and worked to
ensure it never happens again.
Floridians oppose expanded [drilling at oHands Acjfro
Floridians Oppose Nitrogen and Phosphorous Pollution
As the U.S. EPA traveled across Florida S
earlier this year holding public hearings on 3
ways to reduce and better regulate nitrogen ﬁ
and phosphorous pollution, they got an earful 9
from citizens who fish, swim, paddle, sail, ®
dive, or otherwise enjoy the lakes, rivers, ahd 3
bays of Florida. Floridians from Jacksonville 5
to Ft. Myers turned out in droves to send a
loud, clear message to the U.S. EPA. The
demanded better regulations, better
enforcement and cleaner water in Florida.
They called on the U.S. EPA to do the wor
the state of Florida has failed to do, and to
enforce the letter and spirit of the Clean e 2\ I Lot & G,
Water Act.
After litigation from environmental groups, the U.S. EPA is being forced to develop better, stronge
numeric nitrogen and phosphorous pollution gt e
working with our allies and partners, worked to educate and mobilize citizens to turn out to public
hearings about the necessary standards, and submit public comments to the U.S. EPA. Conservdtion
and community groups rallied to make sure that U.S. EPA heard from Floridians. Gulf Restoratior]
Network will continue to monitor the development of these new numeric nitrogen and phosphorous
pollution standards and work to ensure they truly and fully protect the waterways of Florida from
pollution that causes fish kills, dead zones, algal blooms, and worsening red tides.
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