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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA — Flying due south from the shores of Lake
Pontchartrain, the Louisiana coast looks at first just as it did decades ago,
with thick, marshy wetlands broken only by freshwater lakes and streams.
Within minutes, however, that landscape gives way to a different scene: tufts
of grass clinging to tiny slivers of land, the wild curves of the remaining

patches broken by thousands of razor-straight lines where oil and gas
companies have laid pipelines and dredged canals to give their boats easier
access to the rigs and wells that dot the coastline. Just below the water, the
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