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Green Army gathers in Louisiana,
worries oil and gas industry

By Cherri Foytlin, Bridge the Gulf
(http://bridgethequlfproject.org/node/807)

The recently established Green Army has been raising a lot of
eyebrows (and anxiety) in the ranks of the oil and gas industry.
"We are under attack from these people, and we have to push
back," explained Louisiana Oil and Gas Association (LOGA)
President Don Briggs at the recent State of the Industry
Luncheon held in Lafayette, La.

Although identified by Briggs as one of several individuals and
groups who are enemies to the industry, John Barry
(http://www.johnmbarry.com/) -- who until recently was vice-president
of the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority -- says
that is just not the case.

"The industry may see me as an enemy, | do not see the
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Restore Louisiana Now founder John Barry and Green Army leader
retired Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré moments before rallying the troops of
the Green Army at a public meeting held February 6 in Lafayette, La.
(Photo via Bridge the Gulf (http://bridgethequlf project.ora/node/807) .)
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industry as an enemy," he explained at a public meeting held
at the Clifton Chenier Center, also in Lafayette, on February 6.

Barry has been perhaps the most prominent public face regarding the landmark lawsuit filed
last summer (http://wwno.ora/post/iohn-barry-why-levee-board-has-sued-oil-and-gascompanies) by the levee
board against oil and gas producing companies operating within the state. The board filed the
suit after citing studies that show the industry, which has cut around 10,000 miles of canals
and pipelines through Louisiana coastal lands, has significantly contributed to the state's land
loss and increased risk of flooding.

"What this lawsuit is about is three things, what every parent teaches their kids -- you keep
your word, you obey the law, and you take responsibility for your actions," Barry added.

Barry, who has been a recent target by both LOGA and the Jindal administration, is also the
President of Restore Louisiana Now (http://restorelouisiananow.org/) (RLN), which was created in
order to support the lawsuit and the levee board.

Former vice president of the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority, John Barry,
explains the lawsuit filed against the oil industry last summer and the need for the state to act
quickly in protection of its sinking wetlands.

RLN is also a member of the growing Green Army -- a network and coalition of environmental
groups and citizens concerned with issues that are affecting the human health and the

ecological well being of the state.

The Green Army also includes the groups Save Lake Peigneur, Baton Rouge Aquifer
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Before its coal-fired units w ere shuttered in
2012, Duke Energy's Dan River plant burned
coal from mountaintop removal mines in
Appalachia. The reality that the arsenic-
laden ash now contaminating a North
Carolina river w as once a forested
mountain peak highlights the destructive
lifecycle of coal.
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Record-breaking domestic oil production is
likely to sw amp any effort to inject climate
concerns into 2014 mid-term elections --
and could even cost Democrats the Senate.
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Given its tendency to contaminate w ater,
coal ash is an obvious environmental issue.
But its disproportionate impacts on low -
income communities and people of color
also make it a justice issue.
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North Carolina citizens demand action on coal ash
(/2014/03/north-carolina-citizens-demand-action-on-coal-ash.html)

With a new poll finding North Carolina voters
overw helmingly w ant state officials to force
Duke Energy to clean up its coal ash pits, a
protest outside the governor's mansion that
involved the Moral Monday movement leader
turned up the heat on the McCrory
administration, w hich is under federal
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Protection, Concerned Citizens of Grand Bois, the Sierra Club, VAYLA New Orleans, Zion
Travelers Cooperative Center, 350 NOLA, Ouachita Riverkeeper, Restore Louisiana Now, Save
Charity Hospital, NOLA Trash Mob, Lower Ninth Ward Village, Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper,
Louisiana Progress, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, Levees.org, Louisiana Environmental Action
Network, the League of Women Voters, Global Green USA, Gulf Restoration Network, The
Green Project, Lower Ninth Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement and Development,
Advocates for Environmental Human Rights, Alliance for Affordable Energy and the Deep South
Center for Environmental Justice, and is led by retired Lieutenant General Russel Honoré.

"There is an expiration date on clean drinking water in Louisiana. We will have less tomorrow
than we had today. And this is because of the acts of men, of greed and of a failed democracy.
A democracy that put the flag of oil and gas companies over our capitol, over the constitution of
responsibility to look out for the welfare of the people," explained Honoré at the meeting.

Honoré, who is best known as the commander of the Joint Task Force Katrina, which
coordinated military efforts for relief to a storm-ravaged New Orleans following the 2005
hurricanes, went on to challenge the audience to take action in defense of the state's
resources.

"We are the witnesses. We must report. We must speak out. We must take action to make
sure that the rest of the Nation knows that we are Killing our water."

Retired Lieutenant General Russel Honoré, best known as the commander of the Joint Task
Force Katrina, addresses the audience at a public meeting held in Lafayette, Louisiana, to
discuss legislative goals of the growing Green Army.

Additionally, speaker, attorney and Acadian cultural defender, Warren Perrin, expressed worry
of the effects of land loss to the Cajun culture and people to those present at the meeting.

"Initially the state would allow the landowner mineral rights if indeed the wetlands went
underwater. That is no longer the case today ... If your land is underwater and it is attached to a
navigable body -- can you get in or out by boat? It's no longer your land. It is in effect
disproportioned, or eminent domain, and the public is unaware of this ... The state has had no
incentive to protect and prevent the erosion of our wetlands," he explained, adding, "That is one
of the items that | think needs to be addressed, and make sure that we don't force the Cajun
people, who settled primarily in the prairies and wetlands, to experience the second Le Grand
Dérangement [Expulsion of the Acadians], like their ancestors suffered in 1765."
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Attomney and cultural defender, Warren Perrin, explains the need to defend the Acadian heritage
from rapid land loss and the "second expulsion."

Next steps for the Green Army include the "Water Festival in the Capitol
(http://lasierraclub.ora/node/96) ," set for Saturday, March 8, days before the opening of the next
legislative session. The rally will include speakers and talent from across Louisiana who are
working to protect the state's waterways and aquifers.
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Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on Mon, 02/24/2014 - 23:43.

"...the green army rose; it was a bad dream." - Neil Young from "Be the Rain."
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