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Is BP Responsible For The Deaths Of Over
1,000 Dolphins Along The Gulf Coast?

By LAINE KAPLAN-LEVENSON (/PEOPLE/LAINE-KAPLAN-LEVENSON)

A report published last month found that an unusually high number of bottlenose

dolphins have been dying all along the Gulf Coast since February 2010. This unusual

mortality event, or UME, began two months before the 2010 BP oil spill, but groups

including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration say the spill is

responsible for the continued die-off of this species.

BP says this can’t be proved, and that the spill is not the cause. The issue was covered

nationally (http://www.ny times.com/201 5/03/03/science/gulf-of-mexico-turns-deadly -for-

dolphins.html?mwrsm=Email) this week in the New York Times. Here, Gulf Restoration

Network (http://www.healthy gulf.org/) Executive Director Cynthia Sarthou discusses the

oil spill's possible connection to this ongoing event, starting with just what exactly a

UME is.

Support for WWNO's Coastal Desk comes from the Walton Family Foundation,
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Bottlenose dolphins, socializing.
Credit Serguei S. Dukachev / Wikimedia Commons
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WWNO's Laine Kaplan-Levenson speaks with The Gulf Restoration Network's Executive

Director Cynthia Sarthou about the 2010 BP oil spill's possible connection to the ongoing

bottle nose dolphin die-off occurring in the Gulf.
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