Trump Cuts Regulations as Oceanic Dead
Zones Release Massive Amounts of
Methane
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A new study reveals that plumes of methane being released from the ocean are spreading for many
thousands of miles. (Photo: Andreas Hafenscher / Flickr
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/webnfoto/18458714028/))

The Trump administration's campaign to roll back
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-undertakes-most-ambitiousregulatory-rollback-since-reagan/2017/02/12/0337b1f0-efb4-11e6-96626eedf1627882_story.html?hpid=hp_hp-top-table-main_dismantling545pm:homepage/story&utm_term=.670ba5d198bb) as many government
regulations as possible is well underway. On the environmental front, Trump
administration officials have already -- in one day alone, and without allowing any
opportunity for public comment -- delayed the dates of 30 Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) rules (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/26/201701822/delay-of-effective-date-for-30-final-regulations-published-by-theenvironmental-protection-agency). A rule that restricted animal welfare
requirements for organic poultry and livestock has been delayed by two months, and
a bumble bee which was about to be added to the endangered species list has just
found itself in jeopardy of extinction since the Trump administration said
(http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/39672-trump-s-removal-of-bumblebee-fromendangered-list-is-illegal-advocates-say) it would postpone the listing until at least
March 21.
Meanwhile, Trump administration officials are indicating that they will be making
marked changes in oil and gas industry regulations. In November, the Obama
administration's EPA requested (https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trumpundertakes-most-ambitious-regulatory-rollback-sincereagan/2017/02/12/0337b1f0-efb4-11e6-9662-6eedf1627882_story.html?
hpid=hp_hp-top-table-main_dismantling545pm:homepage/story&utm_term=.670ba5d198bb) that nearly 20,000 oil and gas
companies measure their methane emissions within two to six months, depending
on their type of facility. Methane is a greenhouse gas 23 times more potent than CO2,
and reducing methane emissions is a critical part of mitigating climate disruption.
However, the Trump administration has been granting a 90-day extension on the
measurement regulation to every oil and gas company that wants one. Many oil and
gas officials now expect the methane survey to be scaled back dramatically, or
altogether abandoned.
To see more stories like this, visit "Planet or Profit?" (http://truthout.org/news/item/22419-planet-or-profit)
Scott Pruitt, Trump's EPA administrator and climate-denying oil and gas apologist,
has even questioned (http://www.eenews.net/stories/1060050312) whether his
agency has the authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. Add to this the fact
that his proposed EPA budget calls for a 25 percent budget cut, which will endanger
the lives of countless Americans, as regulations safeguarding clean air and water are
stripped down or cut altogether.
Of course, as the denial of anthropogenic climate disruption (ACD) continues, the
world is continuing to warm. A new reminder of that comes in the form of a scientific
paper published in the International Society for Microbial Ecology Journal

(http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ismej.2017.6). The study has pinpointed the source of an
enormous Pacific methane pool, uncovering disastrous news for the planet.
Enormous Amounts of Methane
The new study reveals the location of bacteria responsible for the release of massive
amounts of methane in the ocean. The vast amount of methane they are producing
covers an area that stretches from Panama up to Mexico, and all the way out to the
Hawaiian Islands.
According to a news report (http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/source-enormous-pacificmethane-pool-found-1608419) on the study, the plumes of methane being released
are spreading for many thousands of miles.
The bacteria generate methane when there is no oxygen present, so the newly
discovered methane pools happen in deoxygenated "dead zones" of the ocean
(http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/32354-environmentalists-sue-epa-overdead-zone-in-gulf-of-mexico).
While the massive plumes of methane are, at present, still being absorbed back into
the ocean water, study author Felicity Shelley of Queen Mary University of London
told the International Business Times, "Scientists are predicting these low-oxygen
zones will get larger and closer to the surface when the oceans warm." This would
increase the risk of methane -- which is already being released in massive amounts in
the Arctic (http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/28490-the-methane-monsterroars) due to melting permafrost -- being released into the atmosphere.
And troublingly, ACD is already causing an expansion in both the numbers and size
of dead zones around the planet.
Growing Dead Zones
The second largest dead zone on the planet is in the Gulf of Mexico. It has
consistently been measured at over 6,000 square miles, and is the result, largely, of
the excessive use of chemical fertilizers by industrial agriculture in the US. The
chemicals in the fertilizer cause an increase in algae in the water, which then starves
other marine life of oxygen.

"The dead zone makes an area of the ocean floor -- this year about the size of
Connecticut and Rhode Island, combined -- with oxygen levels so low, critters in
these areas must swim away or suffocate and die," Matt Rota, senior policy director
for the Gulf Restoration Network (GRN), an environmental group that works to
protect the ecology of the Gulf of Mexico, told Truthout in a 2015 interview
(http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/32354-environmentalists-sue-epa-overdead-zone-in-gulf-of-mexico) about the dead zone.
Even then, the EPA was not regulating the use of these fertilizers across much of the
US, so Rota's organization was suing the agency.
Now, with oil and gas proponent Pruitt heading the EPA, all bets are off on how
much larger the Gulf of Mexico dead zone -- along with others near the US's coasts -will grow.
The most current estimates (http://science.sciencemag.org/content/321/5891/926)
show more than 400 dead zones around the world, and the number is growing due to
increasingly warm waters and ocean acidification, both direct byproducts of ACD. In
2003, there were 146 dead zones; by 2009, the number had more than doubled.
In 2014, a Smithsonian-led study showed that ACD is contributing to an increase in
global dead zones, in both size and number.
The dead zones' release of methane, coupled with the increase in dead zones
worldwide, is a sobering discovery. Yet another source of atmospheric warming has
been added to a very long list -- amid a political climate in which key regulations
appear to be dead in the water.
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