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“How do I sum up 20 years of incredible work? GRN, from beginning 
to end, has been able to accomplish unimaginable things in the Gulf. 
GRN responded excellently to the BP oil disaster, and through stra-
tegic collaboration along the Mississippi River, has truly impacted 
the Gulf’s Dead Zone. I am grateful too for Cyn – she has stuck 
around and I am proud that she is still with us.”

- Juan Parras,
Founding Board Member



In 2014 GRN turned 20!  I marvel at the ways GRN changed 
over that time and the number of victories we achieved in 
those years. Sadly, those two decades also saw destruction 
from several storms, including Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
and the largest oil disaster in U.S. history. 

Far too many of the Gulf’s coastal communities are still reeling 
from the effects of these disasters. Coastal fishing communities 
are struggling to survive, tar balls continue to wash up on 
our beaches, dolphins continue to die in record numbers, and 
our coastal wetlands remain oiled, threatened and degraded. 
What is very clear is that all of us must continue to work to 
ensure that the health of the Gulf and its coastal communities 
are restored and sustained.

I believe that GRN is uniquely positioned to tackle these ongoing threats for the 
same reasons we have succeeded in fighting for the Gulf these past 20 years. We 
(i) understand the importance of building coalitions; (ii) focus our work on significant 
long-term threats to the Gulf where GRN can make a difference; (iii) collaborate with 
individuals and communities to effectively address the environmental threats that 
they face; and (iv) engage our supporters, donors, foundation funders and coalition 
partners – we really couldn’t do it without all of you. 

The Gulf region is a national treasure that continues to inspire me with its multitude of 
cultures, natural beauty and biodiversity. 2015 will be another significant year full of 
challenges and victories, which I look forward to facing with our supporters and allies.

A   letter   from   the   executive   director

Cyn Sarthou,
Executive Director



Overview
Twenty years since our founding, GRN is still committed 
to uniting and empowering people to protect and restore 
the natural resources of the Gulf Region. In 2014, GRN 
collaboratively organized across the Gulf - we joined with 
thousands across the nation for Hands Across the Sand events 
in FL, MS & LA, we celebrated our 20th year with partner 
organizations at a Summer Solstice party in New Orleans’ City 
Park, and partnered with the Gulf Future Coalition to host the 
sixth Gulf Gathering. We are grateful and excited to continue 
our important work organizing, advocating, monitoring, and 
collaborating in the interest of protecting and restoring the 
Gulf.

Rainbarrel auction at Solstice Party, June 2014.

Annual   highlights



Coast Not Coal
In 2014, communities across Louisiana came together to fight against coal export 
terminals threatening Louisiana’s coast and coastal communities. In December 2014, 
RAM Terminals, an out-of-state company, was dealt a major blow when a state judge 
responded to a lawsuit filed by GRN and our partners by revoking the RAM coal 
export terminal’s coastal use permit. 

This win came in the wake of several other victories for coast over coal, including 
resolutions from Gretna, Westwego and Jefferson Parish questioning the export 
terminal and its coal trains. Dirty coal export terminals pose a serious threat to coastal 
communities and the air, water and land that they need to survive. GRN continues our 
work alongside coastal communities fighting toxic coal export terminals.

Switching Gears to Save Bluefin Tuna
The Gulf of Mexico is the only known breeding ground for western Atlantic bluefin tuna 
- a huge, fast and powerful fish internationally listed as a “protected” species. Bluefin 
tuna have long been threatened by surface longline fishing, which involves hundreds of 
baited hooks suspended from lines that stretch an average of 30 miles. And in 2010, 
the BP drilling disaster dealt another blow to bluefin - hundreds of millions of gallons 
of oil flooded into the Gulf of Mexico, polluting the western Atlantic bluefin tuna’s 
breeding ground during the peak of spawning season.

After years of organizing, GRN and our partners achieved a major victory in December 
2014 when the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) announced new 
protections for bluefin in the Gulf and beyond. These protections are a step in the 
right direction for the Gulf ecosystem, and we continue working to ensure that Gulf 
fishermen have the resources they need to transition to more sustainable fishing gear.



No Drilling on Mississippi’s Horizon
Mississippi’s coast and wilderness barrier islands are an amazing natural and economic 
treasure, but in recent years, state leaders have revived efforts to open up Mississippi 
waters to oil and gas activities. If these plans are allowed to move forward, residents 
and tourists could see 4-6 story rigs and drilling platforms along the coast. In response 
to this threat, GRN has been working with partners in the 12 Miles South Coalition to 
protect Mississippi’s coast and communities from drilling rigs on the horizon. 

Throughout 2014, GRN and our partners advocated against a plan to offer gas leases 
in state waters. In June, after much public pressure, and a lawsuit filed by GRN and 
the Sierra Club, we scored a huge victory when a state judge blocked drilling plans 
because the state did not consider the effects drilling would have on the environment, 
economy and quality of life on the coast.

Restoring the Gulf in the Wake of the BP Disaster
Four years after the BP drilling disaster, GRN continued efforts to achieve full restoration 
of Gulf Coast communities and the environment. In April 2014, GRN and partner 
organizations across the Gulf commemorated the beginning of the BP disaster by 
organizing press conferences and events in Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi where 
residents shared the ongoing impacts of the disaster and restoration needs. 

Throughout the year, GRN pushed for transparency and public input in the restoration 
process - paying necessary attention to funding flows from the RESTORE Act and the 
Natural Resources Damage Assessment (NRDA), and monitoring ongoing impacts of 
the disaster. This included workshops and public visioning salons in all five Gulf States 
to engage residents in restoration decision making. 

In October, GRN filed suit against NRDA Trustees challenging the wildly inappropriate 
use of BP’s disaster restoration dollars for Alabama’s beachfront convention center in 
Gulf State Park. GRN continues to push decision makers to be more transparent and 
effectively incorporate public input.



2014 was full of financial milestones and 
successes for GRN – much of which was due to 
20 years of work building a dynamic funding 
stream of individual supporters, foundations 
and business donors. 

Over the last year, GRN collaborated with 
many local businesses, artists and supporters 
to celebrate and grow our work. 2014’s Easter 
Keg Hunt was a hit thanks to collaboration 
with NOLA Brewing, and we enjoyed another 
beautiful boat party off Mississippi’s coast with 
Ship Island Excursions and our friend, Captain 
Louis Skrmetta. GRN also threw an amazingly 
successful and delicious party at Mondo, with 
support from longtime GRN supporter and former board member, Chef 
Susan Spicer. 

For the 8th year, GRN collaborated with the Voodoo Music + Art 
Experience to elevate the restoration of the Gulf Coast through partnership 
with musicians and festival-goers. A great memory from Voodoo 2014 is 
our flyover of Louisiana’s disappearing wetlands and restoration efforts 
with Rise Against and Southwings. 

Financial   Highlights

Chef Susan Spicer and Cyn Sarthou.

Aveda Partnership

We were proud to continue our 
partnership with Aveda for Earth 
Month 2014. Throughout April, 
Aveda salons across the Gulf raised 
funds and awareness for our water 
work. We are extremely grateful 
to all of the hardworking Aveda 
staff and clients for their efforts to 
ensure a successful Earth Month. 
Thanks to Aveda, GRN has been 
able to protect 190,000 acres of wetland since 2011.

Aveda representatives for Aveda Earth Month.



Hank Caddell, Board Chair Mobile, AL

Martina Cartwright Houston, TX

Robert Hastings Prattville, AL

Jose Miranda New Orleans, LA

Cynthia Ramseur Ocean Springs, MS

Hal Suter Corpus Christi, TX

Aaron Viles New Orleans, LA

Cyn Sarthou, Executive Director

Shona Clarkson, Development and Communications Coordinator

Irene Dowling, Office Manager

Scott Eustis, Coastal Wetland Specialist

Jonathan Henderson, Coastal Resiliency Organizer

Raleigh Hoke, Campaign Director

Michael Hurst, Administrative Assistant and Graphic Designer

Harry Lowenburg, Campaign Organizer

Jordan Macha, Gulf Policy Analyst

Natasha Noordhoff, Development Director

Matt Rota, Senior Policy Director

Andrew Whitehurst, Water Program Director

2015  Staff

2015  Board  of  Directors



*In 2014, GRN face an unexpected funding gap in foundation support. By dipping into our 
reserve, we were able to meet the budget and plan for more sustainable funding.

Total Income*
$1,347,387.00

Foundation
Grants
48%

Interest & Investment
5%

Major Donors
8% Members,

Board, & Fundraisers
4%

Monthly Givers
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22%
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Total Expense
$1,735,002.00
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22%



Major   Donors
Aaron Viles
Adam Berenzweig
Alabama Coastal Heritage Trust
Allison Freeman
Allison Plyer
Amanda Kogos
Amy Laura Cahn
Amy Sins
Anderson Ireland
Andrew Scott
Andrew Whitehurst
Ann Brinker
Anna Lee
Anne Bradburn
Anne Lowenburg
Annie Moran
Aveda & The Neill Corporation
Barbara Gervis
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bernice Kaufman
Bev & Ray Nichols
Bob Mildenberger
Bradley Brewster
Bridget Balentine
Candice Cheng
Carl Moller
Carol Adams-Davis
Carol and Fred Dale
Caroline Helwick
Carolyn Leftwich
CharitySub
Charles Curtis
Charles Dyal
Charley & Romney Richard
Chris Turner
Christopher Brupbacher
Clay Garside
Common Stream, Inc. 
Cory & Missy Sparks
Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation
CustomInk Campaigns
Cynthia Ramseur
Dan Martin
Dane Bailey
Daniel Weidner
Danielle Dauzat
Darlys Alford
David & Lisa Cancienne
David & Margaret Rota
David Perlis
Deborah & James Barbeau
Diana Mercer
Douglass Perry
Edward Pellegrini Jr.

Elizabeth Byrd
Elizabeth Montambault
Elizabeth Uchello
Ellen and John Pecoul
Ellen Frohnmayer
Emily Schoenbaum
Ernest Foundas
Ethan Jolly
George Bernstein
George Solomon
Gilliam Hicks
Gladstone Jones
Grace Halter
Hal Suter
Hank Caddell
Hannah Winiarski
Hartwig Moss Insurance Agency
Helen Rose Patterson
High 5 Games 
Honee Hess & Phil Magnusson
Jacques Leonardi
Jaen Mayberry
James and Nancy Meadlock
Jan Gryko
Jean Dangler
Jeffrey & Barbara Griffin
Jeffrey Cantin
Jelks Family Foundation Inc
Jennifer Bellini
Jennifer Cameron
Joan & Godfrey Ross Parkerson
Joan & John Murray
Joan Berenson
Joan Jones
John Galbraith
John Goodman
Jose Miranda
Joseph & Catherine Johnson Family Foundation
Julia O’Neal
Julie Denslow
Julie Ray
Katherine Kelley
Kathleen Gootee
Kathryn & Scott Anderson
Kay Stoner
Keith Cox
Ken Knevel
Kenneth Altman
Kerry Baldinger
Leo Radosta
Linda Dowling
Linda Usdin
Lisa Rickert
Louis Skrmetta



Luke Grundmeyer
Lynda Woolard
Margaret & Dave Rota
Margaret Newell
Margaret Stewart
Marianne Maumus
Mark and Anita Hayne
Matilda Stream
Matthew Muller
May Lin
Melissa Marshall & Hirsch Katzen
Michael Bowman
Michael & Ruth Piazza
Michelle Redmann
Mitzi Miller
Monique Wheeler
Mumford Family Foundation 
Nancy & Don Adams
Neutral Milk Hotel
Nick Vivion
Nicole Frederick
NOLA Brewing
Nora Coulter
Patricia Ingold
Patricia Reynolds
Phil Albert
Phyllis Lawton Cosentino
Pippin Frisbie Calder
Pratik & Melissa Shukla
Public Citizen Foundation, Inc. 
Rachael Jaffe
Racoosin Family Foundation 
Randy Fertel
Raymond Bellamy
Richard Buckman
Richard Kirschman
Robert & Paulette Thomas
Robert Cangelosi

Robert Goldenberg
Robert Hastings
Rose Lalanne
S B Downey Turpin
Sandy Rosenthal & Stephen Jacobs
Sara Tolleson
Shepard Gould
Sheryl & Brick Gilliland
Steve Shepard
Steven L Cox
Susan & Max Ker-Seymer
Chef Susan Spicer
Susan Aslett
Suzanne Nehls
Taylor & Mary Ann Caffery
Tchoup Industries
Ted Riemann
The Dolphin Foundation Inc
The Mission Productions 
The San Francisco Foundation
The Tides Center 
Thomas Tuohy
Tina Freeman
Toby Burroughs
Todd Wimberley
Tom & Carmer Falgout
Tom Moore
Torrey Reily
US Climate Action Network
Vincent Vumbaco
Virginia Miller
Vivian Hsiaowen Yeh
Webb Haymaker
William Acree
William Seemann
William Stillings

&   Contributors   $500   and   up

“I sleep better at night knowing the 
outstanding team at GRN is working 
mightily to protect and restore our 
fragile coast!”

- Nancy & Don Adams
Donors Since 2006
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