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Rice’s Whale – the Gulf’s Great Whale
In 2020, Healthy Gulf worked with our partner’s to protect the Gulf’s 
Rice’s whale – potentially the rarest and most endangered whale in the 
world. A small population of this rare whale is found off the Gulf coast 
of Florida. It is believed that there are less than 50 Rice’s whales, so 
protecting them from harm and their habitat from destruction is a Healthy 
Gulf priority.  

Healthy Gulf and the Natural Resources Defense Council sued the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for failing designate critical 
habitat for the whale in the time required by the Endangered Species 
Act. Our goal is to get NMFS to agree to designate critical habitat and the 
protections that accompany that designation as soon as possible, but no 
later than the end of 2022. 

In 2021, we joined with a coalition of groups in filing a petition with NMFS 
to establish a year-round mandatory 10-knot speed limit and other vessel-
related regulations needed to save the endangered whales from deadly 
ship strikes.

Dear Friend of the Gulf,
Last year was a challenging year for everyone. 
COVID-19 shut down in person meetings and 
travel, and seriously limited how we could 
do our work. Nonetheless, I am proud of our 
work in 2020 to address threats from polluting 
industry and destructive development and to 
support a transition to a clean energy economy. 
I am grateful to our board, our members, 
and our supporters for helping us face the 
challenges posed by COVID-19 and allowing us 
to make a real difference in the health of Gulf 
communities and natural resources upon which 
they rely! 
I am proud of Healthy Gulf’s new strategic plan 
which propels us forward on our commitment 
to diversity, equity, inclusion and justice. And 
I am grateful for how staff and board have 
embraced that plan, centering our work at the 
intersection of the environment and justice.
Healthy Gulf’s board and staff recognize that 
we could not have achieved success in 2020 
without the support, both moral and financial, 
of our members, donors, and corporate and 
foundation supporters. Thank you!
United for a healthy Gulf,

 -Cynthia Sarthou, Executive Director

Mission
Healthy Gulf’s purpose is 
to collaborate with and 
serve communities who 
love the Gulf of Mexico by 
providing the research, 
communications, and 
coalition-building tools 
needed to reverse the long 
pattern of over exploitation 
of the Gulf’s natural 
resources.

Vision
A healthy Gulf of Mexico 
returned to its former 
splendor that supports a 
thriving ecosystem that 
includes the Gulf’s natural 
resources and, just as 
importantly, the people, 
communities, and cultures 
that depend on those 
resources.



2020 Annual Report

Board Members Major Donors
Foundations & 

Businesses
Aaron Viles
Ackie Adams
Adrienne L. Hollis, PhD, JD
Beverly Nichols
Carol Burnett
Colette Pichon-Battle
Henry "Hank" Caddell
Jasmine Fournier
Katherine T. “Kathy” Egland
La’Tanya Scott:
Martha “Marti” Collins
Reilly Morse
Robert S. Young, PhD, PG
Rodney Jones
Sylvia Hernandez Switzer

Alexander Kolker
Amelie Ratliff
Ann Fishman
Barry Sons
Bev Nichols
Coleman Torrans
Cynthia Gardner
Darden Rice
Elizabeth Houck
Ellen Pecoul
Ellen, David, & Eri Seiferth
Emily Harville
George Bernstein
Hank & Barbara Caddell
Harry Lowenburg
James Patterson
James Theis
Jeff Grimes
Jerry Rupley
Jose Miranda
Joshua Levin
Joyce Thibodeaux
Julia O'Neal
Julia Weaver
Katie Rodriguez

Kenneth Knevel
Laura Scriba
Lisa Karlin
Loretta & Jonathan 

Cook
Margaret Meyerson
Marianne Cufone
Marjorie Esman
Mark Davis
Melissa Marshall
Nicole Kolinsky
Patricia Kirschman
Pratik & Melissa Shukla
Rebecca Traylor
Robert Meaher
Robert Wiygul
Robert Young
Russell Spitzer
Ruth Laurion Bowman
Sandy Rosenthal
Shelley Hesse
Stephen Haedicke
Susan Whiting
Tina Freeman
Tippy Tippens
Webb Haymaker

The 11th Hour Project, 
Sherman Foundation

Ace Hotel New Orleans
AHB Foundation
The Baltoro Trust
Curtis & Edith Munson 

Foundation
Funders Collaborative for 

Oil & Gas
Greater New Orleans 

Foundation
Jelks Family Foundation, 

Inc
The Kresge Foundation
Mountain Film ATL Inc.
Patagonia. Inc.
Pearl Family Foundation
Racoosin Family 

Foundation
Waltzer, Wiygul & Garside, 

LLC

Rice’s Whale – the Gulf’s Great Whale
In 2020, Healthy Gulf worked with our partner’s to protect the Gulf’s 
Rice’s whale – potentially the rarest and most endangered whale in the 
world. A small population of this rare whale is found off the Gulf coast 
of Florida. It is believed that there are less than 50 Rice’s whales, so 
protecting them from harm and their habitat from destruction is a Healthy 
Gulf priority.  

Healthy Gulf and the Natural Resources Defense Council sued the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for failing designate critical 
habitat for the whale in the time required by the Endangered Species 
Act. Our goal is to get NMFS to agree to designate critical habitat and the 
protections that accompany that designation as soon as possible, but no 
later than the end of 2022. 

In 2021, we joined with a coalition of groups in filing a petition with NMFS 
to establish a year-round mandatory 10-knot speed limit and other vessel-
related regulations needed to save the endangered whales from deadly 
ship strikes.

Dear Friend of the Gulf,
Last year was a challenging year for everyone. 
COVID-19 shut down in person meetings and 
travel, and seriously limited how we could 
do our work. Nonetheless, I am proud of our 
work in 2020 to address threats from polluting 
industry and destructive development and to 
support a transition to a clean energy economy. 
I am grateful to our board, our members, 
and our supporters for helping us face the 
challenges posed by COVID-19 and allowing us 
to make a real difference in the health of Gulf 
communities and natural resources upon which 
they rely! 
I am proud of Healthy Gulf’s new strategic plan 
which propels us forward on our commitment 
to diversity, equity, inclusion and justice. And 
I am grateful for how staff and board have 
embraced that plan, centering our work at the 
intersection of the environment and justice.
Healthy Gulf’s board and staff recognize that 
we could not have achieved success in 2020 
without the support, both moral and financial, 
of our members, donors, and corporate and 
foundation supporters. Thank you!
United for a healthy Gulf,

 -Cynthia Sarthou, Executive Director

Mission
Healthy Gulf’s purpose is 
to collaborate with and 
serve communities who 
love the Gulf of Mexico by 
providing the research, 
communications, and 
coalition-building tools 
needed to reverse the long 
pattern of over exploitation 
of the Gulf’s natural 
resources.

Vision
A healthy Gulf of Mexico 
returned to its former 
splendor that supports a 
thriving ecosystem that 
includes the Gulf’s natural 
resources and, just as 
importantly, the people, 
communities, and cultures 
that depend on those 
resources.



2020 Annual Report

Board Members Major Donors
Foundations & 

Businesses
Aaron Viles
Ackie Adams
Adrienne L. Hollis, PhD, JD
Beverly Nichols
Carol Burnett
Colette Pichon-Battle
Henry "Hank" Caddell
Jasmine Fournier
Katherine T. “Kathy” Egland
La’Tanya Scott:
Martha “Marti” Collins
Reilly Morse
Robert S. Young, PhD, PG
Rodney Jones
Sylvia Hernandez Switzer

Alexander Kolker
Amelie Ratliff
Ann Fishman
Barry Sons
Bev Nichols
Coleman Torrans
Cynthia Gardner
Darden Rice
Elizabeth Houck
Ellen Pecoul
Ellen, David, & Eri Seiferth
Emily Harville
George Bernstein
Hank & Barbara Caddell
Harry Lowenburg
James Patterson
James Theis
Jeff Grimes
Jerry Rupley
Jose Miranda
Joshua Levin
Joyce Thibodeaux
Julia O'Neal
Julia Weaver
Katie Rodriguez

Kenneth Knevel
Laura Scriba
Lisa Karlin
Loretta & Jonathan 

Cook
Margaret Meyerson
Marianne Cufone
Marjorie Esman
Mark Davis
Melissa Marshall
Nicole Kolinsky
Patricia Kirschman
Pratik & Melissa Shukla
Rebecca Traylor
Robert Meaher
Robert Wiygul
Robert Young
Russell Spitzer
Ruth Laurion Bowman
Sandy Rosenthal
Shelley Hesse
Stephen Haedicke
Susan Whiting
Tina Freeman
Tippy Tippens
Webb Haymaker

The 11th Hour Project, 
Sherman Foundation

Ace Hotel New Orleans
AHB Foundation
The Baltoro Trust
Curtis & Edith Munson 

Foundation
Funders Collaborative for 

Oil & Gas
Greater New Orleans 

Foundation
Jelks Family Foundation, 

Inc
The Kresge Foundation
Mountain Film ATL Inc.
Patagonia. Inc.
Pearl Family Foundation
Racoosin Family 

Foundation
Waltzer, Wiygul & Garside, 

LLC

Rice’s Whale – the Gulf’s Great Whale
In 2020, Healthy Gulf worked with our partner’s to protect the Gulf’s 
Rice’s whale – potentially the rarest and most endangered whale in the 
world. A small population of this rare whale is found off the Gulf coast 
of Florida. It is believed that there are less than 50 Rice’s whales, so 
protecting them from harm and their habitat from destruction is a Healthy 
Gulf priority.  

Healthy Gulf and the Natural Resources Defense Council sued the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for failing designate critical 
habitat for the whale in the time required by the Endangered Species 
Act. Our goal is to get NMFS to agree to designate critical habitat and the 
protections that accompany that designation as soon as possible, but no 
later than the end of 2022. 

In 2021, we joined with a coalition of groups in filing a petition with NMFS 
to establish a year-round mandatory 10-knot speed limit and other vessel-
related regulations needed to save the endangered whales from deadly 
ship strikes.

Dear Friend of the Gulf,
Last year was a challenging year for everyone. 
COVID-19 shut down in person meetings and 
travel, and seriously limited how we could 
do our work. Nonetheless, I am proud of our 
work in 2020 to address threats from polluting 
industry and destructive development and to 
support a transition to a clean energy economy. 
I am grateful to our board, our members, 
and our supporters for helping us face the 
challenges posed by COVID-19 and allowing us 
to make a real difference in the health of Gulf 
communities and natural resources upon which 
they rely! 
I am proud of Healthy Gulf’s new strategic plan 
which propels us forward on our commitment 
to diversity, equity, inclusion and justice. And 
I am grateful for how staff and board have 
embraced that plan, centering our work at the 
intersection of the environment and justice.
Healthy Gulf’s board and staff recognize that 
we could not have achieved success in 2020 
without the support, both moral and financial, 
of our members, donors, and corporate and 
foundation supporters. Thank you!
United for a healthy Gulf,

 -Cynthia Sarthou, Executive Director

Mission
Healthy Gulf’s purpose is 
to collaborate with and 
serve communities who 
love the Gulf of Mexico by 
providing the research, 
communications, and 
coalition-building tools 
needed to reverse the long 
pattern of over exploitation 
of the Gulf’s natural 
resources.

Vision
A healthy Gulf of Mexico 
returned to its former 
splendor that supports a 
thriving ecosystem that 
includes the Gulf’s natural 
resources and, just as 
importantly, the people, 
communities, and cultures 
that depend on those 
resources.



Contributions and Grants Membership Dues

Program Service Revenue Other Income

Investments Endowments

Reslilent Communities and 
Climate Justice

Resilient Habitat and 
Healthy Water

Conserving Marine 
Resources Management and General

Fundraising

No Radioactive Roads
Over the past year we have been working with legal and organizing 
partners to fight fertilizer pollution, specifically phosphogypsum waste, 
which is a toxic radioactive substance created in the production of 
phosphate fertilizer. In October 2020, EPA approved a request to use 
phosphogypsum waste in road building which would have allowed for 
the spread of pollution throughout the Gulf states. We challenged EPA’s 
decision which resulted in EPA withdrawing its approval of use of this 
waste in road construction. 

FERTILIZED TO DEATH
From mining, to production, to application, 

to the Gulf Dead Zone nitrogen and 
phosphorus pollution devastates Gulf 

communities.

LEARN MORE
healthygulf.org/fertilizedtodeath

Healthy Gulf Expenses

 $1,053,022

Healthy Gulf Revenue

$1,413,838

In Focus: Southwest Louisiana
In 2020, Healthy Gulf began working with communities in SW Louisiana 
to resist the continuing buildout of Liquified Natural Gas and oil export 
facilities in Cameron and Calcasieu Parishes. In response to the 
hurricanes that hit SW Louisiana in 2020, we flew two post-hurricane 
flights in 2020 and compiled hundreds of pollution reports from 
LDEQ and the National Response Center for spills associated with the 
hurricanes last year.

We were also excited to hire Roishetta Sibley Ozane as a Southwest 
Louisiana organizer. Roishetta initially focused her time on conducting 
one-on-one meetings with civic leaders and impacted community 
members in the area to discuss concerns about planned LNG export 
facilities. However, the back-to-back hurricanes followed by the historic 
winter storm in mid-February shifted Roishetta’s focus to direct mutual aid 
efforts, like assisting residents in finding temporary housing, conducting 
food distribution events, and meeting community members’ needs. We 
are proud of Roishetta’s efforts to help SW Louisiana residents in these 
difficult times. 

38% 75%

13%

13%

3%

3%

27%

5%8%

16% <1%
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