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Key Findings 

● Louisiana fertilizer production facilities discharge millions of pounds of Dead Zone-causing 
pollution into the Mississippi River every year. 

● Proposed Louisiana ammonia facilities could more than double the amount of fertilizer 
pollution discharged into the Mississippi River. 

● Water pollution from just four existing Louisiana fertilizer facilities is equal to fertilizer 
runoff from 134,212 acres of Midwest farmland (approximately the size of Chicago). 

● There are four proposed fertilizer production facilities along the Mississippi River in 
Louisiana in communities already overburdened by industrial pollution. 

Photo above: Industrial complex along the Mississippi River in Southeast Louisiana. Credit: Healthy Gulf, flight provided by 
SouthWings. 
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http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa/sparrow/gulf_findings/primary_sources.html
https://www.epa.gov/eg/fertilizer-manufacturing-effluent-guidelines
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